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Lula welcomes back Venezuelan President for first time after ban 
BRASILIA: Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva welcomed back his Venezuelan counterpart Nicolas Maduro for the first time 
in the country since the latter was banned in 2019 by former leader Jair Bolsonaro. Describing Maduro's return to Brazil “a historic 
moment”, Lula said in a tweet: “After 8 years, the President Nicolas Maduro visits Brazil again and we regain the right to carry out 
international relations policy with the seriousness that we have always done, especially with the countries that border Brazil.”

Russia blames Ukraine for 
drone attacks on Moscow 

AP / Kyiv 
 

Russian air defences 
stopped eight drones con-
verging on Moscow, officials 
said on Tuesday, in an 
attack that authorities 
blamed on Ukraine, while 
Russia pursued its 
relentless bombardment of 
Kyiv with a third assault on 
the city in 24 hours. 

The Russian defence min-
istry said five drones were 
shot down and the systems 
of three others were 
jammed, causing them to 
veer off course. It called the 
incident a “terrorist attack” 
by the “Kyiv regime.” The 
attack caused “insignificant 
damage” to several build-
ings, Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin said. Two people 
received medical attention 
for unspecified injuries but 
did not need hospitalisation, 
he said in a Telegram post. 
Residents of two high-rise 
buildings damaged in the at-
tack were evacuated, 
Sobyanin said. Andrei 
Vorobyov, governor of wider 
Moscow region, said some of 
the drones were “shot down 
on approach to Moscow.”  

Ukraine made no immedi-
ate comment on the attack, 
which would be one of its 
deepest and most daring 
strikes into Russia since the 
Kremlin launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.  

The attacks have raised 
questions about the effec-
tiveness of Russia’s air de-
fence systems. 

A senior Russian law-
maker, Andrei Kartapolov, 
told Russian business news 
site RBC that “we have a 
very big country and there 
will always be a loophole 
where the drone can fly 
around the areas where air 
defence systems are locat-
ed.” Kartapolov said the 
purpose of the attacks was to 
unnerve the Russian people. 
“It’s an intimidation act 
aimed at the civilian popula-
tion,” RBC quoted him as 
saying. “It’s designed to cre-
ate a wave of panic.”  

Moscow residents report-
ed hearing explosions before 
dawn. Police were seen 

working at one site of a 
crashed drone in southwest 
Moscow. An area near a res-
idential building was fenced 
off, and police put the drone 
debris in a cardboard box 
before carrying it away. 

At another site, 
apartment windows were 
shattered and there were 
scorch marks on the build-
ing's front. 

It was the second reported 
attack on Moscow. Russian 
authorities said two drones 
targeted the Kremlin earlier 
this month in what they por-
trayed as an attempt on 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
life. 

Ukrainian 
drones have re-
portedly flown 
deep into Russia 
several times. In 
December, Rus-
sia claimed it 
had shot down 
drones at air-
fields in the 
Saratov and 
Ryazan regions. 
Three soldiers 
were reported 
killed in the at-
tack in Saratov, 
which targeted 
an important 
military air-
field. 

Earlier, Rus-
sia reported 
shooting down a 
Ukrainian 

drone that target-
ed the headquar-
ters of its Black 

Sea Fleet in Sevastopol in 
Russia-annexed Crimea. 

In Ukraine, Russia 
launched a pre-dawn air 
raid on Kyiv, killing at least 
one person and sending the 
capital’s residents again 
scrambling into shelters. 

At least 20 Shahed explo-
sive drones were destroyed 
by air defence forces in 
Kyiv’s airspace in Russia’s 
third attack on the capital in 
the past 24 hours, according 
to Kyiv Military Adminis-
tration.  Overall, Ukraine 
shot down 29 of 31 drones 
fired into the country, 
most in the Kyiv area, the 
air force later added. 

PTI / London 
 

“My daughters are 10 
and 12, and I don’t want 
the way vapes are mar-
keted, promoted and 
sold to be attractive to 
them,” British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak 
said on Tuesday as he 
launched a crackdown 
to protect children from 
“rogue companies and 
online crooks”. 

Announcing the new 
set of measures aimed 
at curbing under-age 
vaping, Sunak ex-
pressed his shock at reports 
of illicit vapes containing 
lead getting into the hands of 
schoolchildren. 

Taking to Twitter, the fa-
ther of schoolgirls Anoushka 
and Krishna said: “My 
daughters are 10 and 12, and I 
don’t want the way vapes are 
marketed, promoted and sold 
to be attractive to them.”  

“That's why I am launch-
ing a new crackdown today 
to protect children and go af-
ter the rogue companies and 
online crooks who are put-
ting vapes into their hands,” 
he said. 

A loophole that allows re-
tailers to give free samples of 
vapes to children in England 
is set to be closed under the 
new plans. While selling 
vapes to under 18s is illegal in 
the country, businesses have 
been found to be targeting 
children with colourful pack-
aging of free samples. The 
UK government has also an-
nounced that there will be a 
review into banning retailers 

selling “nicotine-free” vapes 
to under-18s. 

“I am deeply concerned 
about the sharp rise in kids 
vaping and shocked by re-
ports of illicit vapes contain-
ing lead getting into the 
hands of school children,” 
Sunak said in a statement. 

“Our new illicit vape en-
forcement squad – backed by 
GBP 3 million – is on the case, 
but clearly there is more to 
do. That is why I am taking 
further action today to clamp 
down on rogue firms who un-
lawfully target our children 
with these products,” he said. 

The marketing and the il-
legal sales of vapes to chil-
dren is completely unaccept-
able and I will do everything 
in my power to end this prac-
tice for good,” added the 
British Indian leader. 

The clamp down follows 
recent National Health Serv-
ice figures for 2021 showing 
9% of 11-15-year-old children 
used e-cigarettes or vapes, up 
from 6% in 2018.

AP / Beijing 
 

China’s government is call-
ing on protesters to turn 
themselves in after a crowd 
clashed with police over 
plans to demolish a mosque 
in the country’s southwest.  

Protesters threw water 
bottles at officers with hel-
mets and shields outside 
the blue-domed Najiaying 
Mosque in Yuxi, a city in 
Yunnan province, accord-
ing to videos on social me-
dia.  

One punched a police of-
ficer's helmet but little 
other violence was shown. 

Videos showing the 
protests were removed 
from Chinese social media. 

Police called on “crimi-
nal suspects” to turn them-
selves in following Satur-
day’s incident and said 
those who do might receive 
lighter punishment.  A po-
lice statement vowed “zero 
tolerance” toward “crimi-
nal activities that impede 
social management.”  

People who answered 
phone on Tuesday at police 
headquarters referred 
questions to local govern-
ment propaganda office.  
An employee who an-
swered the phone there 
said the office had no infor-
mation. 

A court in 2020 ordered the 
Najiaying Mosque demol-
ished after ruling it was built 
without official permission, 
according to a document on 
the court website. 

Russian forces bombard Kyiv with a third assault on the city in 24 hours

A specialist inspects the damaged facade of a multi-storey  
apartment after reported drone attack in Moscow on Tuesday -AFP

China: Crowd 
clashes with 
cops to save 

mosque

Sunak clamps down on 
free vapes for children  

China successfully 
launches new 

manned spaceship 
PTI / Beijing / Jiuquan  

 
China on Tuesday 
successfully sent three astro-
nauts including its first civil-
ian into orbit as it launched 
the Shenzhou-16 manned mis-
sion to its space station for sec-
ond crew rotation, signalling 
another leap forward for the 
country's ambitious space pro-

gramme.  
The spaceship, atop a Long 

March-2F carrier rocket, blast-
ed off from the Jiuquan Satel-
lite Launch Centre in north-
west China at 9:31 AM (Beijing 
Time), according to the China 
Manned Space Agency 
(CMSA).   

About 10 minutes after the 
launch, Shenzhou-16 
separated from the rocket and 
entered its designated orbit.  

The crew members are in 
good shape and the launch is a 
complete success, the CMSA 

declared.  
Hours later the spaceship 

successfully docked with the 
space station's core module 
about 400km above the 
ground, the CMSA said.   

After that, it conducted a 
fast-automated rendezvous 
and docked with the radial 
port of its core module Tianhe.   

Later, the three astronauts 

aboard the Shenzhou-16 space-
ship entered the country's 
space station core module 
Tianhe and met with another 
astronaut trio on Tuesday, 
starting a new round of in-or-
bit crew handover.   

The other three who have 
completed their mission will 
return soon.   

In its space mission, China 
has included a civilian in its 
rotating crew for the space sta-
tion which otherwise re-
mained a domain of the mili-
tary personnel.   

Chinese astronauts wave before boarding a Long March-2F carrier 
rocket at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre on Tuesday -AFP

Spanish PM 
Sanchez calls 

for early  
general election 

IANS / Madrid 
 

Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez has called for 
general election scheduled to 
be held on July 23. 

Sanchez announced his 
decision from his official res-
idence following the defeat of 
his Spanish Socialist Party 
(PSOE) to the People's Party 
(PP) in the elections for 12 of 
the country's regional gov-
ernments and over 8,000 city 
halls on Sunday, reports Xin-
hua news agency. 

In a statement, the Prime 
Minister said: “I have com-
municated to the Head of 
State (King Felipe VI) the de-
cision to call a Council of 
Ministers to dissolve Parlia-
ment and proceed to call a 
general election.” 

Sanchez explained that he 
had taken his decision in 
“the face of Sunday's 
results”, adding he believed 
it was the “best for the Span-
ish people to be able to give 
their decision and define the 
political future of this coun-
try without delay”. 

In the regional and munic-
ipal votes on Sunday, PP had 
won 31.5 per cent of the vote, 
whereas PSOE gained 28.11 
per cent.




